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& SYMNOPSIS OF ACCIDENT QR COMPLAINT

placed in an infant plastic hoop sitting/retainer product for bathing

1. CASE NO. . taAron's 10 |1 oFricE cook ) : .
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On 9/6/85, a 74-month old female infant was

by her mother,

When the victim's mother turned away, the victim

"|drowned when the suction cups on the product became undone and caused

the victim and the product to overturn in the water.
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A-Plus Prodicts, Inc.
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PQ Box 2975, Beverly Hills, CA 90213
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SUMMARY: L

The victim's mother was contacted upon receipt of the assignment.
She readily agreed to an on-site ifnvestigation. Upon arrival at
the compiainant's home, I was informed by the victim's father
that since my ,initial phone call to arrange for an on-site, a
lawyer had advised them not to provide any information to CPSC
because the family is considering a lawsuit against the
manufacturer. Accarding to the complaint report, the victim's
mother placed the seat in the tub per the products instructions.
She then put the victim in the chair (baby sitter). W¥hen she
finished bathing-her daughter, she (victim's mother) turned away
"for a second. When she turned back around,. .she found the child
had drowned. The-suction cups-on the chair had come sundone and
caused the child and chair to overturn. The complaindnt, the
“yietim's mother, would not comment on information provided when
the complaint was filed. 1 was permitted to photograph the
accident scene and the product, (See Exhibits for details) I
was was not permitted to obtain the product from the complainant
as a sample.

An unpfficial sample was collected from the store where the
product involved in the accident was purchased. The product was
purchased from Super-Saver Wholesale Warehouse, 1100 Beltline
Highway, Mobile, Alabama (205)344-6491. According to Mr. Charles
Lanclos, Assistant Manager, the store apened on July 18, 1985,
and since that time has sold 240 units of the product. - According
to Mr. Lanclos, the staoare had not received any complaints
regarding the product. -

PRODUCT INFORMATION:

Product: Sitting/Retainer type product used to assist in hoIdiJg
the infant while in the bathtub. ;

Type of Material: Hard plastic with ldrge rubber suction cups
and a sponge seat.

Brand Name: “Deluxe ﬁaby Sitter"
Manufacturer: A-Plus Products, Inc.

PO Box 2975

Beverly Hills, CA 90213
Patent Number: 223263
Age: 2 Manths

Condition: Good
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fSizefnimensions: The product is approximately g fn height. It
is a device designed tgq retain and Support the infant i a
sitting Position while seated inside , circuylar hoop rail with g
vertical legs. Each leg 15 approximately 6%“ apart .ang has ,
large suction Cup attached to it. A soft matching yeligw Sponge
Seat, contoured tq add to the baby's comfort and prevent
slipping and sTiding, comel with the Product, The di ameter qof
the haop rait s approximately 4*, anpd the diameter of the laap
is approximately gu The diameter of the suctiogn cups ig
approximately 2-5/8", and height of each suction cup 4g 2%,
Each suction Cup bears raised letter markings which read, *BARY
SITTER %ﬂﬂﬂlﬁé No. 223263." The top of the. hoop—rai] bears hlack
raised Tetter markitngs which reads as fg

LEAVE CHILD UNATTENDED, - - T _

ATTACHMENTS -
1. Assignment/Cumplaint . ' -

2. Photogfaphs of Product and Accident Scene

3. Sample Collection Report of Unofficial Sample -
4. Coroner's Report i

5. Investigation Guidéline #4565
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11/12/85 :
11725/85 .



L R L

7.

- 8.

10.
1.

s 1Y F Rl A S S W : ) e
. o - - 1 F

- N ,.- . . .. R“‘de vh Tdm
co E , Atanty Area Offics
: Date / Of /7 Time L. oS

ACCIUENT THVEST IGAT to¥ REQUEST FORM _ F516 11, €88 304
ATTAY. 27 ( _

Document Number: ﬂ 56 QORA QA‘/ . .
Date of Incident: 22 Z 5 Category I.D. m

Follow-up Raquested; Hazard Analysis /7 Section 15}_{[
Type Follow-up Requestad: Telephone Call /7 7 On-S5ita w

Headquarters Contact: mm_ ?‘M
Assignaent Massage: -QWMM )

“ /I ¥y ! L ‘ ‘
" dncas ARAJ T VARAAS S LYMNIMNWNEIAMG XU ML LA

ad-, AWT &AL ‘

i . — ;_. L4 £3:0 o1
LLQAIMANDY. W, AR TAd m.qtu- 4 L Mcp
i t 1 f -l

Person{s} to Contac™™

Guidaline: Mﬁmﬁ@ﬂ@%&&_

Requested By: c/ W

Task wmber: __ 85/0 /i CRR Bty
I
Assigned to; 'p.r‘JrL= Date: yzi //é
4




T BURROUGHS @ DEX S59@

. : TTTeLx:
- B 1016 (8 303 Y

I e ’ o ATTRCH - -

CONSUMEH PRODUCT COMPLAINT REPORT

43 og'n‘ri QF INCIQERF" —

-

, Bbba9
Qujects ta relenss of name.

) . ¥ L) s e ; K J
Jﬂai- O Does not object 15 relasse
)5 4-57 Goes not o 5. DATE ACOURED

KD
7. BRAND MAME /@a-A’ Jm &?&SME NO;Z(,3
. SERIAL NG, 10. LOT/BATCH MNO.
11. MANUFACTURER, IMPORTER OR OISTHIQUTOH 172 OEALEH NAME ADORESS
R D oduihs, duc. ‘za»w EPDS
éuaz, Holle, Ca. . 0CT 1 6 1985

11 HOW PHOOUCT A (» g
N"_rcnum Second Hand O Other . Specity "'—“"~"
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U. 5. CONSUMER PAOGUCT SAFRTY COMMISSION
SAMPLE COLLECTION REPORT

[T SAMWPLE TYFE 1. FLAG
A. OFFICIAL 1 54
g, NON-OFFICIAL 4, COLLECTING OFFICE | §. MOME A O, . ASEIGNGMENT NO, T.0ATE [
C. DOCUMENTARY At SE 853101 RCRA3O004 110/30/8% Na11

SA. PRODUCT RAME . 8. MO0EL

Delnxe_Baq¥_sitte: e N/A _

10A. MANUFACTURER'S O IMPORTER'S NAME 108, IDENTPICATION #O, T1A. SANT BY ORG. 118, SENT TO ORG TIC. BATE SENT

A-PLUS _PRODICTS, INC ATT. CACA, 11/12/88

11, OTMER PRODUCT IOENTIFICATION DATA

One Deluxe Baby Sitter packaged in a cardboard box; box labeled in
part "DELUXE BABY SITTER*** FOR BABIES FROM SIX MONTHS***a-PLOS
PRODUCTS, INC. P.0O. BOX 2975, BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90213%%x*~

134, ALASON DR COLLECTION-SUSFECTED VIOLATION: l I,m l |a-u ] I"" [ l"" l [an

138, ANALYSES NEEDED-DOC REE,
Per assignment request, IDI 851016CBB3004, Doc # H5A0026Al (copy attached}
._ |for review _hg._CAeA"'(Marc Schoem)

14 MANUFACTUAEA ] 148 BUFFER . h DEALEM . ..--:."_L‘ .

A-Plus Products, INc. Same as $#14 Super Saver -

P.0. Box 2975 Wholesale Warehouse
"7 |Beverly Hills, CA 90213 1100 Beltline Hwy
' o . Mobile, Alabama 36609

213/204-2024 _ _ 205/344-6491

17, SIZE OF LOT SAWPLED 18 5T, VAL OF LOY AFTIR SAMPLING | 18, COET DF SAMPLE 3. DATE SMPPLD & DOC. REF.

N/A N/A no charqge N/A .

N8 AL INVOICE NO. B DATE N8, SMING RECORDS NO. & DATE =

oocy- N/a N/A

i TIC. AFPIDAVIT SIGNTR'S NAMA, TITLE, B DATE

ATTACHED ) .

N/A -

2. SAMPLE 5128, METHOOR OF COLLECTION & PREPARATION

One unit selected at ‘random from the dealer's shelf stock and held

: under ‘lock and key until identified as per #23 and placed in plastic
. bag. The plastic bag sealed as per 424 and delivered to US Post Offiqge
in Atlanta.

T2, IDENTIFICATION ON SAMFLE 7+, IDENTIFICATION ON SEAC

A, SAMPLE DELIVERED TO E Xl Re-8
11/12/85 1 _SF

A LABQRATORY (1) T7h. LABORATORY 1D

[CACA Attn: Marc Schoem ' N/A

MW REMARKS

Copy of consumer complaint
- Photos of the product

. ATLATID SameL 1S T2 TR AXPENDRDN
None A LINE PORGE ASTIVITYed ]
20A. COLLIGTORT st & TITLE B MANACEMINT —m ]

Carl I. Terxry, PSI ©. SurPanRT —_—
TiA REVIEWERS harll & TITLE Q. voTaL o]
Milliam Gentry SPSI bl =3
PUC FonM 188 Ineviszo 3w ] SAMPLE RECORD COPY
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Accident scene. Parents would not comment about the
depth of the water or the exact location of the product
at the time of the accident.

Full view of the actual product involved in the
accident. This photo was taken at the site of the

accident.
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View of product showing distance between
the tubular legs.

Warning statement with raised black
letters.
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Suction cup attached to each leg with the
PAT. NO. 223263
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Close-up of product description and
instructions for use.
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ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF -4 mqm,w”f?

4

FORENSIC SCIENCES PATHOLOGY
- MOBILE DIVISION ani Doy Riadick. MO,
P.Q Box 7923 ‘ TOXICOLOGY
Crehton Station M. T. Baroha, Jr.. PO,
' Mobia, Aiabama 38507
© CARALOS L. RABREN .
OMECTOR {208) 471-7028 CRIMINAUSTICS
VANN V. PRUITT. JR. September 11, 1985 ‘“"i“"'" k sc::.
ASSISTANT DNRECTOR S, B -Saan"
Qaborah W. Sennett
Mobile County Sheriff's Department ’ -

ATTENTION: Deputy Rick Drews
.- -'Mobile Courrt§ Tourthouse o o
Mobile, Alayama 36602 A ‘ N

-85-32765 -
Re: Case No. 2T(A)-85-3 fonject

ear Sir:

The external examination report is enclosed. This -
seven months old white female died from complications of
submersion in a bathtub. ALl available evidence indicates
that the manner is accidental.

If we can be of any more .assistance to you in these matters,
please feel free to contact us.

Sincerely, .
"f’ K'? KtM#:—D

LeRoy Riddick, M.D.
State Medical Examiner

LR:tmb
Enclosures

cc: Ms. Jayne Brannan - USAMC Department of Pathology

“FQRENSIC SCIENCES INVOLVE THE APPLICATION OF SCIGNCE AND MEDICINE TO THE PURPOSES OF JUSTCE.™
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ALABAMA DEPARTMENT OF - WWK(EWW’Y
FORENSIC SCIENCES PATHOLOGY
MOBILE DIVISION - G"';'gf‘"cm "';“-‘:;_D_
P.O. Box 7925 TOXNKOLOGY
Crchton Stahon M. T, Barnbull, Jr., Ph.03.
Maobile, Alabama 36607
C"‘“‘-gf";r:”s" (205) 4717026 . CRIMINALISTICS
VANN V. PRULTT, JA. R'i‘c';‘:"; ‘5_ i’;';:

.Assnsn.ur DIRECTOR - September 9 R 19 85 S. Elaine Scont

Ceborah W. Sannart

Re: Ca No. 27(A)-85-32765-
s Subject

s

- 'P-—-‘—-_P‘__F- -
MEMORANDUM: . To File S - Y
.- BY "":  LeRoy Riddlck, M.D., State Medical Examiner

Gary D. Cumberland, M.D., State Medlcal Examiner

SUBJECT : External Examination

Under the authorization of the Mobile County Coroner's Office and
under the provisions of Alabama Code No. 36-18-2 an external -
examination 1s performed upon the body identiflied as Carrile
Barjenbruch. The examination is conducted at the Alabama
Despartment of Forensic Sclences Moblle Laboratory on Sunday,
September 8, 1985, beginning at 1500 hours, CDT. Hr. Michael
Agnew of the Department of PForensic Scilences 1is assistant to the
examination.

DESCRIPTION OF FINDINGS: The body is that of a normally
developed, unembalmed, white female Infant measuring 24 inches 1in
the crown-heel length, 18 inches in the grown-rump length,
weighing 19 pounds and appearing the reported age of seven
months.

CLOTHING: The body is received with a green multipatterned with
children and toys hospltal gown.

EVIDENCE OF RESUSGCITATION AND HOSPFITAL MAINTENANCE MEASURES:
There 13 evidence of extenalve resuscltation and hospital
maintenance measures. There i3 an endotracheal tube in the right
side of the mouth, an intravenocus 1infuslion set in the right
infraclavicular region, another one in the left infraclavicular

»

CEARENCU CAIENFES INVAL VE THE APPUICATION NE SCIENCE ANN MECICINE TO THE PURPOSES OF JUSTICE.™
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Page 2 - External Examination - Case No. 27(A)85-32765

region. There 1ls a cutdown Ilnclslon with a vascular Infuslon set
in the reglon of the left radial artery. This region is covered
with a bandage. There are two chest tubes 1n the right lateral
surface of the chest, one on the left side. Both of these are
covered with bandages. There Is a Foley catheter in a urethra.
There 1is a 1 em cutdown Incision on the medizl surface of the
right ankle. There are multiple needle puncture marks in the
inguinal regions. There are a few needle puncture marks over the
scalp. There 13 a hospital identification band on the right

ankle. There 1s a paper diaper present.

HEAD AND FACIES' - The head measures 17-1/2 inches in

. circumferencs s 'The anterior fontanelle is patent to .palpation.
There 1s a 1 cm in greatest dimension ecchymoses in theleft
frontoparietal reglon. There are small needle puncture marks

. present. The scalp is covered with 1/2 to 1 inch long very fine

blonde halr.

EYES: The pupills are widely dilated 5 mm; irides dark blue;
conjunctivae pale with no hemorrhages.

NDOSE: Nares patent; no 1lnjurles.

ORAL CAVITY: There are no injuries to the mucosa. The alveolar .
ridges are edentulous. .

EARS: Normally formed; no injuries.
NECK: Symmetriecal; no injuries.

CHEST: There are no injurles other than resuscitaticn. The
chest measures 17 inches in circumference at the nipple line.

ABDOMEN: Protuberant; no Iinjuries, other than resuscitation.
The abdomen measures 17 inches in circumference at the umbllicus.

PELVIS AND EXTERNAL GENITALIA: There are no injuries other than
those of resuscitation. The labla majorum are edematous and are

hyperemic.

LOWER EXTREMITIES: Very chubby; slight edema. There zare some
ecchymoses in the extensor surface of the rlght ankle. All

digits are present.

UPPER EXTREMITIES: There are small petechlal hemorrhages
present. There are multiple needle puncture marks in the reglon

-
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Page 3 - External Examination - Case No. 27(A)85-32765

of both radlal arteries and a 1 cm cutdown inclsion in the
reglon of the left radlal artery. All diglts are present;
normally formed.

BACK: Symﬁetrlcal; no injuries.

EVIDENCE OF MAJOR TRAUMA: There 13 no evldence of mechanical
trauma to the body.

EVIDENCE SUBMITTED: Photegraph.
CAUSE OF DEATH: Qomplications of submerslion. - -

et

'MANNER OF DEATH: Acclidental. .- C e e

—

N | "é,}fg KM.‘,‘)

State Medlc Examiner

State Ledical Exaniner

LRmm
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- Appendix 4677 _

INVESTIGATION GUIDELINE.

Revised Decsmber 7, 1984

Nursery Products

I Introduction
A. Bockground Information

Nursery product-related 'injuries appear ta be increasing in frequency.
While the chsolute number of such injuries is not great. in comparison with
many other products, it must be considered that almost ail of the injuries are

e i

~-with these products are large. Among children's products, more injuries and
deaths to children less than 5 years-of-oge invelved nursery products than
eny other growp of-producrs.

There Is an active and safety conscious trade association for makers of
rursery products. Several voluntary standards have been undertcken ard our
support, through evaluation of these standards and identification of areas for
new standards, con result in a good cooperative effort to reduce injuries. “F-

B. Product Class Descrintion } -

{. Definitions end Ceneral Description

Includes all nursery fumiture and products used in the care of infonts,
e.g., chonging tables, strallers, pecifiers, disposable dicpers, cribs, raftles,
high chairs, baby walkers, etc.

2. Specific ltems of Intarest - Include Diograms if Availcbla .

a} ldentify ony labeling indicating cartification, ‘esting or con-

&?‘):l:’:hp{ M formance with mandatory or voluntary standards. Of particuiar

1 b interest: cre labels certifying conformonce with stendards af the
Juvenile Products Manufacturars Association {JPMA).

b) Report on any age labeling
€ LAJELING oM CoNTRINER

“FoR BABIES ERosd Six Hoyal s

Pege | of 2
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INVESTIGATION GUIDELINE

5. If attempting % simulate the accident sequence with the victim
would create a potential for injury, use a doll or ather object in

piace of the victim.  SEE 5UMMnﬁf

C. Description of Product

—

Q

. Ottain brand name and manufacturer of product. SEE PROQULT
DEscReTIOV

2. Report any labeling: on the product and photagraph it. Describe
location, how affixed, colors of lettering and background.

-5..—5-56- EXNIBT 4 2

indicate model.narme, or ‘make of the product. . “f _ﬂﬂ)l-ss : mER ™

"4, List age of product. . 9\ MBS .

5. Describe condition of product. GD6d - B&T-

&. In the cbsence of brand ar model information, provide a phatograph,
diogram and/or decription of the product, sufficient that Com-

pllence or Engineering might identify it if necessary. See QMAINERT 4

7. Provide a description of the part or features of the product which .

contributed to (not necessarily caused or inf lictad) the injury. SE

ATCAMENT BT

8. This guideline cavers a large group of products. Many aof the
concarns are generic fo the graup, but there are some product-

specific concems. These are as fallows:

Strollers

1. Identify the typd of stroller involved. The three main types gre:

sing - usually have a fabric seat; collapses T
e for portability; lightweight.

b. Traditional or Cali¥ernia :fvle - folds flat for starage, usuaily
has a rigid base.

¢. Rigid - does not fold or ¥pliapse at all,

2. Consuit the attached draft vajumtary standard for strollers and
carriages. To the degree possible,\determine if the product involved

Page 3 of 3
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5, Carafully examine theestraint system. Leam if it was used
reguiarly. If not used, ask Why. If the reasen for non-use was the
difficulty of operation, ask consumer to demonstratzs the system ta

yOU.

Changing Tables

1. Measure the height of any rim or other passible reraining structure
-on ?he top of the tble. \Measure with end witheut ony- accom-
—~-="pan pmymg pad on the chqngmg

-

2. Measure the height from the top of the table to the floor. &

3. Ask about restraint system and whether there was one availcble ot
the table. Inquire whether it was used, and if not, why not.

Disposable Dicpers

1. Obtain a sarmple of the\product frem the same box as the ones
involved in the injury.

2. Detérmine if symptoms di eared of were recuced when the .

parents changed brands.

3. Indicats how soon the symprarms appeared after steriing o use the
package or brand of diaper. '

Crib Mobiles and Exercisers

1. Measure the length of anA strings or cords.

2. Repcrthow the componenty are attached. -

{. Determine the measu ents of the mattress, axd haw well it fit
the ¢rib.

Page 5 af 9
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IN‘/’EASTIGATION GUIDELINT .

3. Report how the gdfe was attached or held in the opening it was
supposed to block.

Baby Swings
{. Report the material of the seat.

__Pocifiers;Ratties, ond Similar Products

1. Medsure 4}i measurable dimensions. ) R

2. Test, using Yhe appropriate test fixture.
3. Collect a sarple if the hazard is impaction or cheking.

Bicycle Carriers

. Describe how the carrier gitached to the bicycle, ond how the child
is held Mto the carrier.

2 hether there were footquards present o keep the child's

feet oyt of\the spoles.
1. Determire if the carrier had any effect on the severity af the
injury, sitRer reducing or increasing it. )

Sassinets and Crayles

I. ldentify the maderial from which the bassinet or cradie is made.
2. Identify the coverihg of eny mattress, pad or bumnper pad. L

3. Photograph any stapies which pulled out or protruced. Phatograph
any structural ripping, tearing, breaking, or loosening.

Qthers

Special instrn.n:ﬁons\wae provided as apprepricte.

Pege Tof 9



{l{, Instructions for Photegravhing and/or Qiagramming Accident Scesne ond
Foctors Related ta the Accident Sequencs

Photograph all features of the physical environment dirsctly mvcl-
ved in the accident.

o Diogram the pasitions of the victim, product, parent immediately

prior to, during, and after the accident. (Do not include pacifier or
rattle cases.) .

iv. Insfrucﬂons for Obtalnmg Samples and Documents Relqted ‘o the. ch.-sftgcmon

R | the ncc:den? resulted in a death, attempt to get caroner cnd
police reports. This is egpecially important in cases where the police or

coroner have the product.

Pege F of 9
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1. TASK NUMBER 2. INVESTIGATOR'S ID
970611CCC1300 8 5 7 0 EPIDEMIOLOGIC
INVESTIGATION
REPORT
3. OQFTICE CODE 4. LATE OF ACCIDENT 5. DATE INITIATED
YR MO DAY IR HC DAY
820 97 0309 87 06 27
6. SYNOPSIS OF ACCIDENYT OR COMPLAINT UPC

APPROXIMATELY 6" OF WATER.

THE MOTHER LEFT

SHE WENT TO ANSWER THE TELEPHONE.

A 6 MONTH OLD FEMALE SUCCUMBED TO INJURIES SUFFERED WHEN THE BATH
SEAT SHE WAS IN TIPPED OVER IN THE TUB WHICH WAS FILLED WITH

THE CHILD UNATTENDED WHILE

T.LOCATION (Homa, School ,eta. }
HOME 10

8. CITY
PHILADELPHIA

10A. FIRST PRODUCT
BATH SEAT 1557

9.9TATE
PA

108. TRADE/BBAND NAME
SPLASH SEAT

10C. MODLL NUMBER

10D, WANUFACTORER NAME AND ADDEESS
GERRY
UNKNOWN
UNKNOWN

11A. SECOND PRODUCY

BaATHIVE

118, TRADE/BRAND MAME

0N e

11C. MOOEL, WOMBER

uN#

SRIBEM-WNIE D ADDRESS

I7pY
12, AGE OF VIGTIM 13. ‘8z% 16, DISPOSITION 15, THOGRY DINGWOSIE |
006 2 FATALITY - RHOKTN o
8 DMeov At
16. BODY FART (8) 17. RESPONDENT 18. TYEE 0;' 19. TIWME SPENT
INVOLVED M.E.'S QFFICE | INVESTIGATION {OPERATICNAL HOURR)
AFB 3 OTHER 11
85 3
20. ATTACRMINT(S) 21.CASE SOURCE 22. SAPLE COLLECTION NOMBER
M.E.'S REPORT | CORONER NONE
2 12

| 23 PERCSTION TO DISCLOSE WAMES (NON MKISS CASES ONLY}

NO

24. REVIEW DATE

15. REVIEWID &Y

26. REGIOMAL OTFICE DIRRCTOR

27. DISTAIRUTION

Q:EHDS CC:
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970611CCC1300

Information provided in this report was supplied by the medical
examiner's ocffice who would not permit contact with the parents.
The responding police department did not wish to cooperate in
this investigation.

PRE-ACCIDENT

The vietim in this incident was a 6 month old female, DOB
8/18/96. Height and weight are 4-1/8" and 19 1lks.,
respectively. The wvictim, her mother and older sister were
staying at the home of the victim's grandmother, however, since
this is not the child's listed address, it is unknown why or how
long they had been staying in a residence that was not their
own. What is known is that on the day of the accident, 3/9/97
at approximately 6:00 p.m., the mother was giving the é month
old victim a bath in the bathroom of this residence.

According to information provided by the responding police to
the medical examiner, the mother stated that she had filled the
tub with approximately 6 inches of water, placed an infant bath
seat in the tub and placed her child in the seat to bathe her.
The mother stated that the bath seat had rubber suction cups on
the bottom which was supposed to adhere the seat to the tub's
surface, thus allowing the child to sit upright to be bathed.
The mother admitted that the suction cups did not stick. It is
unknown if and when the bath seat was purchased or if it was new
or used and what conditions existed which allowed the suctiaon
cups not to stick to the bottom of the tub. The mother stated
that while she was bathing the victim, the telephone rang and
she went to answer it.

ACCIDENT

While the mother was on the telephone, she heard her clder child
screaming and she returned to the bathroom to find the é month
old victim lying on her back with her face under the surface of
the water. The child was still in the bath seat.

POST ACCIDENT

The mother removed the child and called "911"., The local
emergency medical service arrived and began resuscitative
efforts and transported the victim to the local hoespital. The
child was then transported to Children's Hospital, Philadelphia,
PA where she expired on 3/10/97.

Bccording to the medical examiner's investigator, the responding
police department collected the bath seat for photegraphic
purposes and then was going to forward the seat to them.

However, the M.E.'s office has not received the bath seat to
date.




Page 2 - 970611CCC1300

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION

The product inveolved in this accident was a "Gerry Splash Seat"
which is a bath seat designed bathing infants in a conventional
bathtub. The bath seat, according to the medical examiner's
report, is constructed of plastic and has four suction cups on
the bottom which is supposed te adhere to the porcelain surface
of the tub to ensure that the child would not float or tipover
in the water. According to the M.E.'s office, the mother
related that the suction cups did not work properly. No other
information is available concerning the bath seat.

ATTACHMENTS

Exhibit #1 Copy of medical examiner's report.
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City of Philadelphia

OFFICE of tha MEDICAL EXAMINER
321 University Averue, Phila, PA 19104

DEATH CERTIFICATE INFORMATICN

Q¥/1/97 $:DamfETS

WE OF OLLEARS (First Hiddle Lasty
Lashana GALES 6Mcnths [Black Female
[1 Name.,........ et .
(4] Date of Death.......10 Mar T10am
{8b] County of Death.....Philadelphia
[3c] City of Death..... .-Philadelphia
{8d) Facility Mame....... Children‘s Hospital of Philadelphia
£9] Hispanic Qrigin.....
{24} Time of Death....... 8:10am
[23] Date Pronounced..... 10 Mar 97
(28] Referred to MEOQ..... Yes ’
{27a] Immediate Cause of Death...... Drowning
[27b} Due To (or censequence of)..
[27c] Due Ta (or consequence of)....
[27x2] Other significant conditions..
{28a] Autopsy Perfeormed...Yes
{28b) Autopsy Results..... Yes
[29] Manner of Death.....ACCIDENT
[30d) Date of Injury....> 09 Mar 97
{30qd) Time of Injury....>» 6:00pm
{30¢] Injury at Work......No
{30d) Pescribe Injury...> Drowned in bathtub
{30a) Place of Injury Home, ancother’s .
f30£] Location....cuouars > 41 N. 10th Streat

» Darby Borough, PA
£314) Date Signed......... 12 Mar 97 )
izl Pathologist...... ...Peter W. Schilke MD

Forensic Fellow
321 Upniversity Avenuve
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City of Philadalphia

OFFICE of the MEDICAL EXAMINER
32V University Avaenue, Phila. PA 1973

Case Registration Summary

€. CASE WO,
97-1159
GALES, Lashana

POLICE FICE Nol

OATE REPOATED
03/11/97 ¥ 27amfETS

[AFFILIATTON
Jane KIFF

Children's Maspital of MPhiladeiphia

WESFTTAL T

Wt RACE
BHonthsIBlack

et, Town, State)

PA__19018

FHONE

PRONOUNCED

Children‘s Hospital of Philadelphia i

Jox (Datal

AT (Time)

10 Mar 97 - 8:10am

FUACE ADORESS .
one Children's Canter, 34ch § Civic Center Blvd,, Philadelphia, PA, 19104

¥ .
DE. Abdullah ALTURKI

eisrostTion  |Sign-out w/Examination

———Rr O VeI

REPORTED TQ
NARE—NOK=-RECATLV

12 Mar 97 1ll:24am

(]
Bennett Preston MD

TINCURS TANCES OF GEATR

Decedent was left unattended in the bathtub, momentarily by
tnhe mother, who went to answer the phone, and drowned at the
grandmother’s house. Mother‘s attention was attracted by her

other daughter screaming.

Mother calls 911 and Darby EMS responds to the
grandmother’s residence at 41 N. 10th St., Darby Borough and
starts CPR and transports emergently to Fitzgerald Mercy

Hospital.

She was intubated in the ER; ABG - £.75; CO2 - 37; 02 -
Pupils wer

473; BiCarb - 5.9; given epi x 3 and atropine x 1.

fixed and dilated upon presentation at Fitzgerald Mercy.

Transferred to CHOP - pupils were no longer fixed and

dilated; howevar, she had cardiovascular ingtability; unable to

maintain BP, despite all efforts.

T/C to Darby Borough PD, 586-1100, will have somecne call

back with available details.

T/C to DelCo CID, Sgt O‘BERG, 891-4715. Children and Youth
Services had notified them earlier tcday and Darby Borough PD is

enroute to initiate and investigation at the time of this

writing. Darby Borough PU is the appropriate police agency and
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£, casg na,
City of Philadelphia ?7-1159
OFFICE of the MEDICAL EXAMINER
321 University Avenus, Phila. ML 19104 MCLICE FILE Ng.
Case Registration Summary
NanE GF ® AiddLe, Last) rae NACE
& 6Months |[Black

Circumstances of Death: (continued)

-
Pague
2
3EX
Female
will advise...ets

3/12/97 1030AM - T/C from P/0 Frank GENTILINI, #66, Darby

Borough. This incident happens on 3/5/97 at about 1800 at the
grandmother’s housn%_gfby Borough. It seems as
though the mother was bathing utilizing a plastic

child bath seat, known as "GERRY SPLASH SBAT." It ls a plastic
seat with four suction cup devices which is supposed to sit flat
on the bottom of the tub and allow the child to sit in an
upright position. While the mother is bathing the child, she

&8s to answer the phona and when she raturns the child is still
n thew seat, but on her back, with her face under water. Water
heighth is thought to have been 6§". Mother removes child and
EMS is called. Others in the house at this time were another
sibling and the grandmother. No record of previcus contacts
with the police of Children & Touth Services. P/0 GENTILI
raquests copy of MEO findinge as they become available., He
needs to finish photographing the seat and it will be available
tomorrow, 3/13/97...ets

Accident Information:
Primary Vehicle:
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City of Philadelphia

OFFICE of the MEDICAlL EXAMINER
32 Universicy svenue, Phila. FA 19104

REPORT OF AUTOPSY

4 RACE SEX
F%onths lplack Female
T
pr. Abdullah ALTURKI Ehildren’s Bogpital of Philadetphia

I. Drowning.

A. Slightly dusky brain.

B. Mild pulmonary edema.

C. Yellow—-clear fluid in the stomach.

II. No evidence of trauma.
A. No optic nerve sheath hamorrhages.

- CAUSE -QF DEATH:
Prowning

MAMNER OF DEAXH: ACCIDENT

Patar W. Sc
Forensic Fellow
19 Mary $7 v

e PEE
Benhett Preston”MD
Assistant Medical Examiner

19 Mar $§17
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City of Philadelphia

OFFICE of the MEDICAL EXAMINER
321 University Avenue, Phila. PA 17104

REFPORT OF AUTOPSY

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

This six month old black female was found submerged in the
bathtub and died after resuscitative efforts.

PRESENTATION, CLOTHING, AND PERSONAL EFFECTS:

The unclad body is received in the supine pesition. Stud-style
esarrings with white stones are in the ears. .

EVIDENCE OF MEDICAL INTERVENTION:
1.A nasogastric tube exits the right naris.
2.An endotracheal tube exits the mouth.

3.Numerous needle puncture sites are in the right antecubital
fossa.

4 .An intravascular catheter iz in the anterior left wrist.
S.An intravascular catheter is in the right inguinal regiocn.
POSTMORTEM CHANGXS:

Rigor mortis is fading, and fixed livor mortis is on the
posterior surface except in the areas of pressure.

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION

The body is that of an unembalmed, well-developed, well-ncurished
black femala who appears consistent with the listed age of gix
months. The head circumference is 16 3/4*. The chest
circumference is 16 1/4*. The abdominal circumference is 17".
The crown-heel length is 32*. The crown-rump length is 20 1/4".
Tha foot length is 4 1/8". The body weighs 19 pounds. -

The head hair is black, full, slightly curled, snd measures up to
2" in length over the crown. The irides are brown. The noss,
l1ips, and gums are fcraumatic, and the frenula are intact. The
earlobes are bilaterally pierced.

The chest and abdomen are atraumatic.

The upper and lower extremities are normally developed, and a 1~
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City of Philadelphia

QFFICE of the MEDICAL EXAMINER
321 University Avanue, Phila. M 19106

REFORT OF AUTOPSY

. Narrative Description: (continued)
slightly hyperpigmented nevus is on the posterior right arm.
The external genitalia, perineum, and anus are atraﬁmatic.
The back is atraumatic.
INTERNAL EXAMINATION

Examination of the body cavities reveals approximately 20
milliliters.of slightly blood-tinged fluid in the right and left
pleural cavities consistent with postmortem changes. None of

the ribs are fractured. The 38 gram heart is grossly unremarkable.
The right and left lungs weigh 90 and 83 grams, respectivaly, and
are mildly edematous. The 224 gram liver is grossly unremarkable,
and the gallbladder contains approximately 5 milliliters of bile.
The 20 gram spleen and 17 gram pancreas are grossly

unremarkable. The adrenal glands have a combined

weight of 6 grams. The right and left kidneys weigh 25 and 29
grams, respectlvely, and ars grossly unremarkable. The urinary
bladder is enmpty. The stomach contains 20 milliliters of yellow
clear fluid. The small and large intestines are grossly
unremarkable, and the appendix is present. The structures of

the neck are grossly unremarkable., The 727 gram brain is

slightly dusky; however, it is ctherwise grossly unremarkable.

No appreciable water is in the sphenold sinus. Examination of
the optic nerve sheaths reveals nc hemorrhage, and a posterior
dissection of the back rsveals no soft tissue hemorrhage.

Autopsy Started: 12 Mar 97 $:00am -
/

//. ‘
iy P
Peta? W. Sch &

Foransic Fellow
19 Mar 357

éenﬂett Preston gg

Assistant Medical Examiner
19 Mar 97
(End of Raport}




TOXICOLOGY REPORT

CITY OF PEILADELPHIA

OFFICE OF TEE MEDICAL

CASE NO. 1159-97

EXAMINER DR. EP/PS

|
[
I
|
i
|

THE RESULTS OF TO

A7

KICOLOGICAL ANALYSES WERE NOT REMARKABLE

Toxicological analyses were performed in order to detecr the presence cf cthe

Iollowing agents

analgesics
anticonvulsants
an'idepressants
___antihistamines
T bentodiazepines
__carbor monoxide
cocaine -
X cyanide

{or classes of agents):

_X ethanol . other sedative hypnatics
T _athchlorvynol "X salicylates
T fentanyl __ solvents
heavy(Reinsch) metals __ stimulants
_X nareotics _ tetrahydrocannabinoids
—__phencyclidine (PCP) __
henobarbital —
—__quinine/quinidine _
DATE
May 31, 1987




G70411 CCCL3 05

. -y
CASK MmO
CERTIFICATION OF DEPALTHENT OF ubic HEALIH 97~
IDENTIFICATION OFFICE CF THE MEDICAL EXAWINEA
AFPARENT FLACE OF GRATH
Ch:.ldren s Hosg‘!‘tal of Philadelphia 80 wWast Maryland
41 N. 10th Str P Clifton Hef. hts, PA 19018
Darby Borough,
TETERAN
[ Yes
TTAL STATUS v, )
)
B SO KT
RECATIONSH T.F. GITHESS (non-iAfaraant) GNELP
Mother
FHONE
WG IEAL
She was healthy
L.H.D. (Mase) DORESS Lona T
P €Z0, AWG
It. hn ed oOn Sundn 9 Mar 97 at ahout 6:00 She was a
seat EE!:E suction cugs on the botronp but t?e didn’t st.:.c I
was & next room a‘f ing some clothes Rer .to wear. When
went back n she wa ying on her back below thetwacer.
[ATTWSRTIES FURERAL DINECTOR TECEFFORE g 7 13 s SIgnaturs)
cCullough ’ .
Jeneean Gales .
} . A
) iu Mar 97

3
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ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION REQUEST FORM - &1 D a./j’/
oococees vaam NT7P LIS TH
DATS OF INCIDENT: J/ /7’ CATID: aﬂ‘% ff,ﬁ’,
FOLLOW-UP MEQUESTED - _‘ mmun{)smum -
" TyeE yoLLOW-TP , ' mm() clr-nm m T
mnqmnml CONTACTs Récias Bauchachwalbe 504-0608 x1362 ‘{:j"'ﬂ G

m:m- 50446“ nus Do ,'. o
ABNIGRMENT NESSAGE: Please’ ooupl-t.. the invn-cigal:im ul:l.ng the

. Investigation Guidaline. Lfnvcry important to establish the

‘detailed sequence of tvcnu

thease incidants including “the
infant's position during the incident snd the use of any bath
rings, seats, or infant bathrubs. Bxact age of infant (DOB and. . -

* date of im:idcnt) nesds verification and détermine length of ‘time

. Guidelines: 110 Bathtub mm:- J'.uvolv!.nc m:.dnn d.tm ou ’

betwveen when child was last cbserved as fine nnt:l.l hn/-h- was ",
di-mmdnbn;_gnq.,. " P el S
For Zfatal’' incidents, plnlc :lm:a:viw any pum‘l:- or ~C
carsgivers for .the detailed of .eventas to the u:taut VI
ntn:lhln. 1f the stats does not lmr contact with the aext-of-kim -
a fatal incident, collect all official documantation mlud:lng .o
coroners or nedical ‘examiners reports, paramedics :lpu:!t -police - -.*
im.ugn:.ton. sccial worker's report, and any madical treatment

hd . - - -,

Persocn(s) -:o Contact: /ﬁ .(Zf -';—-'.-: | -:' ‘
- _ —/]/4{7‘7;;‘/47 I'.(" “\E_u e

‘..__).__.. ..‘... U

. .c‘ .‘- _.q'-... _. '.. a0
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MEDICAL IXAMINER'S/CORONER'S REFPORT FORM ‘f" o
Date of accident ¥7- 3 - g pate of .death 77- F-7 é
Type of consumer prod_\in-:;__inxglred "'/z"' L. /db{x, ~L.& J{/ PPl
Manufacturer, ModelQr:nd/nla and Serial No. of produc
- — e
,»'ZOM;{. ,(:'g.L'«.W add ¢ ZI::/I-‘- 19726 ~2099
. | ISSLE 37

Is product available for examination?___yes__ Ro. If yes, where?

AL _ ~ 3

Brief description of nccident BEqUEnNCe: (Wm

: . : Y £ ST 7
A '! -1 o - ; - . - M i [, - gl e, e 1“. “JA
72 gy, e AN it 4 PR N A R LW o o B s

.KZI{JL'-La"- 2ty

Contract Information: FPlease include the name, adéress and telephone number o

any ltu:ellccal personnel vho investigated the accident. 10 - 586~17¢
- P AW P

Medical Examinar's/Cgzoner's Cass No. G7- //3’?

Reporter‘'s Name /Za_m My .Y s. Date Reported 2 rkate 2¢ s¥E 7
Reporter‘s Office {incl. city, county state) Lohds T AFa

Medical Examiner's/Coroner's Name - XN/ Co i ldos T2 L.

.---'-'------"--'-'--.----I.-----'-‘----.--"--'-...--I----.---.'-.----.----‘

To report a case by telephone, call {toll free) 1-B00-538-80395. Say “THIS' hd
MECAP REPORT®. You will chen be placed in contact with the MECAP Project
Manager, who will d%k tor the information noted akove.

et YT L)

---.----.----I--'----.-.-n.--s---n--u----ﬂ‘----llla----II----l‘

For processing at CPSC: Report revd. by:
Chief Med. Exam. Rpt. ( ) Copy for MECAP News t)
Regulaxr MECAFP bocument No.

q'—)o b[/CCCTB 00
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1 - . j_ -
o %%% - 23 MAY 1988 1
] . e . v 4
1. GASE NO, ' 2. INVEETIGATON'S ID 3. OFFICE CCOE
880413CBBO292 of 2| 0|7 RE EPIDEMIOLOGIC
4. DATE OF L MO DAY 5. DATE o Y MO DAY |'|\IE§§|T|EIYT|(JIF“’
ACCIENT T I ! INVESTION T T T
INTIATED -
sle|1i1fole slslol2jolz REPORT
Inexperienced 18 year old female babysitter allowed &2 & month
& SYNOPSIS OF AcCiDEnT on compuant _01d female baby to sit unattended in a bathtub inside a plastiq
roximately 1 hour. The ring was equipped with & legs inserted
wag a wa on the ring. There was approximately 9-11 inche
wer c opge toys ip the tub also. Baby was foun
A'd ied mouth to mouth resuscitation.
Baby declared dead at scene by medical examiner. Autopsy performed, copy attached.
E DT s ) wom + =
Bathroom . 1| 0 Grand Rapids MI M
10A. FIRET PRODUCT P ¥et1A. TRADEABRAND NAME, MOOEL NUMSRR,  ''The Baby Sitter”
VARUFACTURER L ADOREE®.  A~Plus Products, Inc., 8780 Nationa]
i A 99232 N
N/A MAY 24 ’98&\\}
18. INJUAY DIAGNONS ’ ;
8, Drovming 6|9 ( \\\
- ~
18, BCOY PART 17, RESPONDENTID) (Mather, Friench | 1. Tyre NvEsTRATION T TIME SPENT T
All Parts 3 ON wTE 1 .
(5151 | actorney maow 2 | 3 ofsJo] PeZ:
N LI
. ATTACHUENTS 1 Accident Report] 21 CASE SOURCE - 2. MVIWED BY . w oAy E.‘ég
2.Copy Police Intervi r T ; -
o
DISCLOSE NAMES - b
NON-NEISS CASES ONLY) CPOC MAY INBCLOBE MY NAME CPBC MAY NOT DISCLOSE MY MAME X
24. NARRATIVE (e mrwctions on Omner 3 [Jpon advice of surviving DATE
parents counsel, no visit was made to actual site Eé\ SS i ;; lj E 5/?/%
or were parents and babysitter interviewed in - .|

person. Epldemiological information furnished by attorney, police report, police intervi
of babysitter and autopsy report.

for approximately one hour while she attended to two other children, making lunch for.th
and attending to their needs. She admitted this was her first experience taking care of
the children alone and only the sécond time she had given the baby a bath, both on the s
day. She placed the baby in a yellow plastic ring attached to the bottom of the bath tub
by & legs inserted into suction cups. The babysitter had been living in the home for
approximately a month prior to the accident. According to a police interview she left thd
baby in the tub from approximately 1 p.m. to 2:10 p.m. She atated she checked on the chil
at 1:35 p.m. and said she was all right. She said she heard splashing and assumed the bah
was all right. There were plastic and sponge rubbar toys in the tub surrounding the
yellow ring. There was approximately 9 to 1l inches of water in the tub. She stated she
found the baby floating in the tub at 2:10 p.m. She removed the baby to a nearby bed and

applied mouth to mouth resuscimmmgm; m: and asked her to come over.

CPSC FORM NO. 182 (Revised 10/6) APPROVED FOR USE THAGUGH 07/31/38 DME NQY, 3041-0088

An 18 year old female live-in babysitter gave a 7 month old baby a bath and left her unatflended



Several other people also arrived. The parents and police were notified. The baby was
pronounced dead at the scene and removed to the hospital for an autopsy, a copy of which
is attached. -

The product involved is called "The Baby Sitter" and manufactured by A-Plus Product®)
Tac. of 8780 National Boulevard, Culver, CA 90232. It is made of hard yellow plastic
It has & legs with suction cups attachéd. It has raised embossed letters, painted black,
stating"Warning - Do NoTLeave Child Unattended" on the top of the ring. It was purchase
at a local Meijer Thrify Acre store. The original carton and instructions were disposed
of shortly after purchase. A similar unit purchased by the attorney for the paremts
had a sponge seat included. The carton contains a statement “"for babies from 6 months."
The ring remained attached to the tub during this incident. The accompanylng plctures
are of the actual ring used, but the pictures of the container are not of the ariginal
carton.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR NARRATIVE

Use-the following “‘outline’’ during in-depth investigations to reconstruct the accident sequence and
to describe the condition associated with the accident or injury. Include in your narrative as many fac-
tors as possible relating to the victim’s activities, accident, injury, and product(s). Use Supplemental In-
vestigation guides if appropriate. Be sure to enclose photos and diagrams as per instructions to enhahce -
your report.

PRE-ACCIDENT: Activities of victim prior to accident; unusuaily tired or fatigued; physical condition

(consider: acutely ill, chronicaily ill, handicapped or disabled, under influence of drugs or alcohol);

upset for any reason; awareness that this activity might be dangerous; any safety precautions taken to

prevent such an accident; familiarity with proper operation of product; level of experience with product;

performed this specific activity before; immediate environment and related factors (stmospheric condi-

tions; obstacles; wet, uneven, rough, or slippery surface). Who is the owner of the product causing or
_involved in the accident? Did operator (victim) previously read and understand product owner’s manual? _ -

What was the original intent of using the product involved in the accident? ’

ACCIDENT: Exact activity of victim at time of injury; any distractions or unusual circumstances (.e. in
a hurry); relative position of product and part of body injured; type of energy transfer, that caused
injury (mechanical, electrical, thermal, radiation, chemical); source of energy involved (product, victim,
outside source); safety measures/devices being followed or used or removed at time of accident.

-

POST-ACCIDENT: Actions of victim, or bystanders; injury treatment; severity of injury, any perma-
nent impairment (perve damage, stiff joints, loss of sight, etc.); action taken to prevent reoccurrence;
principal dimensions of area involved; physical condition of materials after accident.

PRODUCT IDENTIFICATION: Who manufactured the product; when; of what material was the
product constructed; any caution instructions, age recommendations; describe any controis on product,
such as on/off mechanism; describe any safety device(s) on or included with product; describe general
condition of product, broken parts, tharp edges, small removable parts; has the product’ been repaired,
where, when, how: were any parts removed or replaced; was the product assembled when purchased;
was the product purchased or rented; where, when; if the product is electrical, was it plugged in at the
time of accident, was it grounded and/or double insulated; describe the length of cord and its condition;
include the product’s brand name, serial number, date code, catalog or model number, etc.

ATTACHMENTS: what is attached, what each attachment consists of (i.e., 12* x 12*

piece of fabric, etc.) and any r j terial identification (i.e., fire department report #xxxx). Alsa

list the sample nu ftr:any sampl &m&ed . B o o N
Longsiis, 5~ 53mp, _

M
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U.S. CONSUMER PRODUCT SAFETY COMMISSION

AUTHORIZATION FOR RELEASE OF NAME

Thank you for assisting us in collecting information on a potential
product safety problem. The Consumer Product Safety Commission depends
on concerned pecple to share product safety information with us. We main—

tain a record of this information, and use it to assist us in identifying -

@ resolving product -safety problems.
- We routinely forward this information to manufacturers and private
labelers to inform them of the_ involvement of their product in an accident
situation. We also give the information to others requesting information
sbout specific products. Manufacturers need the individual's name so that
they can obtain additional information on the product or accident situation.
Would you please indicate on the bottom-of this page whether you will
allow us to disclose your name. If you request that your name remain
confidential, we.will of course, honor that request. After you have indi-
cated your preference, please sign your name and date the document an the
1ﬂm provided. il

| You are hereby authorized to disclose my name and address
|__ | with the information collected on this case.

IZ] My identity is to remain oonfidenti:al.
] ]

B

(Tate)
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S worry out of hoiding Baby . . _in e belh .. . sroud the
houss . . . in e gurden.

The suction cups hold “the BABY SITYER™ down firmiy snd
salfely — sven B slurdipst chid cannol lopple I,

B is eapecialy usehd st bath Mg — without
iiillql!iii!;!
10 wash ard noap Sty of over and S 1o relax ind wetch
Mm play eyhully for ss fong as you ks, .
Most important — you can erjoy o these
gss.gg%

Instructions for use:
L {. CHen sups are free of all ar grasss belury
[N

'y i-.-.".!..!lt.:[llr.l!.a......l-.

SITT

IR DA L JLTry e

R A

3. Presa “the BASY BITIER' firmiy on % the sarface
wead snd anauwy et R I sbeshvriely 2ocure bofers
| puting Raby inshde.
4. Nis reveuminaspded Beal the “BABY SITTER™ be wasd
only on & owvesth plaviic fomivats o balivals (Type)
© eurfeces,
L To mmeve 't BASY SITTER after use, pry cups
L 5 a the grest sdweieges of “‘the BARY
"y Fotpuiibie methars witl shways kewp &
watphivi sy an el preniiws bobias,
FOR BATHTIME AID

EXTRA CONVENIENCE — NO
STRAPS

LARQGE SUCTION CUPS
FOR BABIES FROM 8 MONTHS
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| mrosmng corcal  amady . TIME AND DATI MPORYND P — ¥ . - "
45 WILLIAMS T_/012] 1426, 11-06-35 lfé‘?-'#"“ IR B S
INCIDENT GL] [} mo?tnr :-_oo.lss o TIOR8
‘ILT‘ NEGLECT-RARY DFATH ' - ) B 11
wAME als ma&l’l’ A frl:ﬂ%:?! ' QM ADOMES i C!Iﬂl
i G DR e s :

VICTI: o w 7 R '

VHOSZe T | S ——
SIIS2ECT : '

ZEPERVEPN IR " ey
FATHES

TF| = . - [ R -
| HOTHES

i B R P X W e
" Dn D \'D_ nﬂ \'D D \-D D YD HDUD YD MGUD /_
POINT OF ENTRY _ » METHOD OF ENTRY e

INCIOENT PECULLAMITIES

vn oot e _REPORT ING_OFFICERS WILLIAMS AND KOOISTRA #oao. -PERE_SENT TO._

e e 'WTG IAVESTIGATE THE DEATH OF A FABY.. Gummeiie
oMM 15 A LIVE-IN BARY SITTER FOR w

e HE .& BOTH. ¥ENT TO_WORK THIS DATE AT 0800 HOURS. LEAVING THELR

e wmnc o ooy - THREE_CHILDREM wm“ e -

- T ———— —— =

o j__ ‘ REFORTING QFFICER, UBS:RVED _THE_SCENE WHERE THE .DROYNING -

-

L | OCGURRED, ~ IBO_WAS THERE AND. SKETCHED AND' PHOTOGRAPHED THE AREA. _

R -_.___REPORTING,_OEFICERS mrsnvvfwsn Mm I00K.

o — .,.._STAJ'EEIENTS FROM.. THEH.

re s b = wmse " e e TR e b ke mr——— e - - pe me

f o s .. . REFORTING, orr—‘rrsp\ w.—.n ASKED* IF GHE YOULD BE_WILLING ~
- oo w22 TO.COME_TQ_THE. POLICE REPARTMENT TO BEE INTERVIEWED. _SHE AGREED ANL
. o ——t._.___ WAS_TAKEN DOWNTOWN. . REPGRTING OFFICERS TOOK A _COMPLETE TAPED . _

- i _STATEMENT FROM_HER_AT_ 1500 HOURS .,  SEE TRAMSCRIPT FOR DETAILS. . .-

L}

i

R S ___;_ . _JOHN CONNALLY FROH THE ME’S OFFICER RESPCI\DE . TO..TRE. SCEME. _.

. e . ... HE_ORDERED AN AUTOPSY TQ BE PERFGRMED UM 11-07-25. SEE CASE FILE -
. FOR _COMPLETE STATEMENTS OF OTHER FERSANS IMTZRVIZwED.

" TRAMS SR 2795 HOURS 11-06-85 THURS1AZ1R
Jd 1)
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106NT NO, v | neroaminG ommciassance TINE AND DATE SPORTED +f,

5-094857! ADAMS. 4015|1428/ 11-06-86 | il " 1%50/11 o'§'as! 13'30/11-—‘&~sr
ABY DROWNED 10-79 '

NAME s | %‘i b R R MO ADOM3S | ' Oue: --oE?Ins

Wi/ m ﬂ;'(‘b"g"\‘)_"' 2 . s -

- ~5% B Ny
W T IR T e '

BASVSITTE|

X~y [osm L

-

S EY e #a’:,'-" A [

».[e{ v! f "D «[] =[] O *F) v[ *(3Q 1O ~Ov0 LT I 5 Prare

POINT OF ENTRY » ' METHOO OF ENTRY » / INCIDENT PECULIARITIES
e ....CHILD WAS FOUND DEAD IN THE BATHTUS. e —
oo . L.l THE CHILDWAS LEFT UNATTENDED FROW 1320 MOURS UNTIL AOUMD aT

mreememmiee . 162C HOURS T S e Ce e
L ¥ _THE BABY WAS LEFT IN APPROXIMATELY S” ¥0.11” OF WATER SITTING

e L IN A PLASTIC RING APPROXIMATELY 117, IN DIAMETER. e

__;,_,_____________;;__, ~¥HEN THE BABYSITTER, M. CHECKED ON THE RABY. SHE. WAS,.OUT

OF TP_E__RING DEVICE AND. FLOATING_FACE UP. - .THE_BARY_ was_10-75

| TP

o 1_FOUND_THE_EABY_LAYI NG_ON_THE_BED. I¥ THE ROGH. NEXT _TO THE.

e — . .BATHROOM. __I.SAW THE WATER.INTHE TUB. BUT. SGMEONE_EN _THE HAUSE

ceen . - LET_THE WATER OUT AS-1 WA ATTEMPTING TO GET, m.—onm‘rmﬂ . Foung.
- MO _BRUISES. OR._SIGNMS OF INJURY,, ON THE_ BODY O HY OBSERVATION. I
B § DID_NOT MOVE THE_BODY, )

________.__'__h'_'____;;f__'_‘___ MR, | COHNALLY _FROM_ THE M.E. OFF["ER CALLED.
'- \

——— " e———

MBI, STATED SHE KNEW THE TiMES _AS....SH&.W#&.H}i.ITJNG,_mﬁ ]

e, _ LANQTHER CHILD TQ GET HOME FROM _SCHODL, AND AT 1320 HouRS _STARTED
C MAKING A MEAL. ' '

CARE C21., 130 oM THE SCENE., R0QY mEMOYES

n

HOSF.  SHORTLY AFTER MY RRRIVAL, | CHECKER THE WATER TSHe AND FOURT
TRANS SRZ2Z30/11-08-26 TH1A/15  IT WARM To THE TCUCH
T3 —
race ] or omcinar [] roroveur (A sToLen S secovires S
CTwid SHKE Iy JADGE daodtd WPOR! MViEvdD 3Y [ Y31 [3¥%1 ] HCITENE TY M DAL AT ICN
e Lo j |
T
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. PPLEMENTAL C CRIME SCENE REPC., ﬁo “3.C 4h 392
GRAND RAPIDS POLICE DEPARTMENT DAt A

;T,.,cu.m No, Techmiclan / Badge : . Cate Rapart Time Aapart.s e
.86 | 94857 - Laemmel /Saur /650/654 |6 Nov. 1986 1506hrg
Locat T ] Incident Type
m - Unknown Death a
I ncident Address Ingident Date Dlstriex Requatted / Radge
same Fanie 1 Wiliianmz 12
Object of Offense i Qther Agency / incident Pecullaritias
WU/ T, 3/6 /85
“Pomtol ntry Mathod of Entry
n/a _ n/a
Procased Tor Latents ] Latents Recavared ENminations Obtaines
LATENT PRINTS va[ ] 7 nefR vo[ ] No[ § - vea[ ] o E
Nome - Namu . Namas R
BAW No. Rolls [{T] Color Ma. Rolls Size Polarolag No, Fics, Type Video -
PHOTOGRAPHS [yo[X] L. ne[JoNE  35mm inef ]13 BX70  |va[ ] neft]
TRACE v Palnt . [ShosPring Halts ar Flhers Giszs
EV[D ENCE Nq@ YqD Nu Yoy D Na@ YuD No V-:D No
ther - Evidence Ohxpositen ..
COMPOSITE v,,[] N.E[ | X ~e EFER TO NARRATIVE '
. Marrative

C.8.%. Laemmei phdtograﬁHEa“‘“ EEEEE“IEF‘EElor ELIN,CTS T "HaerT T T

WiIfh polaroid, PHGTOS includea location of the babv on tha bed"ln -

southwest bedroom, the bathtub and contents, and generai ccndifion

o5 tbe south bedrooms and bathroom. C.S8.T. Saur sketched the scene,

wilth Laemmel assIstinq with measurements. Collected from the west

side of the bed, a a sample of unknown white colarad noaderv substance,

which was wet., From the east slide of the bed, collected anather

- .7 TP

sample ot wh;te wet nowderv suoqtance and a wooden paddle. Collectad

fron the bathtub a vellow, four—leaeed plastic babv seat (aoprox. 197

Y

in diameter and 5?“ tall}L with suction cups on the hotfoms of the 1ﬂas

John cOnnollv, Meg cal-Evaminer resoonded to Fhe scene, and the bhody

§ trgneoortgd to Blodgett Hosn. bv Dick Washburn of Verhev Transfer.

An autonrv is =cheduled for 1]/7185 ak 0°00hr Officers mrasan: ngon

ONT Arrival weze Adams #19. V. Xuinsc ¥83 Snd Son. Tawiaw £374 Tee

mambars Williame 212 Anad Eoalthra 340 alaa roacnendad Yy krn zeana,

o Blodasit Harmkral, Tnad HlarEs

a_Tte¥ 1deitifving £he Bodv on tha T

“I

IGHE BIG Rod of the ViCEIE, @ W/ }

SI2 Wohr, nune GUNNGME T T T T -t oo- oo e -
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INVESTIGATIVE INTERVIEW FORM

navE__ e -

CASE Dl

B

NUMBER

OFFICER (S) Williams / Kooistra
DATE OF INTERVIEW 11-8-86 _ TIME 1515 iLOCATIONM
INITIAL INTERVIEW Yes . No RIGHTS READ Yes No
PERSONAL INFORMATION OW SUBJECT (Lo be completecd on initial interview)

RACE/SEX WM p.o.s. 9-7-59

aooress SRl HOME PHONE MM

EMPLOYER ___ White & white Phar. BUSIXESS PHONET

OTHER INFO (SPECIFY)

SIGRIFICANCE OF THIS PERSON'S INVOLVEHENT WITH CASE:

ROs were called to the scene to investigate the baby death. m

dlN was there and we talked with him. He is the father of the vietim,

RIS s the nother of the victim, o ‘/‘,).__""i!

A ¢ }‘lJ"d T
: INTERVIEW NOTES / O

*;says that ouiiBeNRIRe - s - feen living with them for the vast

three months. He savs that she was/n emoloyee from his unit he serves
in with some Emergency Governmefit agency. He said her parents live in the

area but she decided to live with them and .be there babysitter since both

parents work.

B says that he and his wife left for ©ork today at 0800 hours.

He says that he receiv’ed the call to come home on his Dager. The mother

received the call frorn where she was working at Union Rank through Man-

power Employment Agency,
e JeNe have two other children, i, =ze &4, and i age 2.
ﬂ was 7 months old. , N
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Memornial Medical Center

- s

NECROPSY PROTOCOL
NECROPSY: A-86-410

Name: I BIRTHDATE: 3/6/86  SEX: F RACE: W
ADDRESS: NN HOSPITAL NO.: Kent Couaty

CITY, STATE: Crond Rapids, Ml S0C. SEC. NO.:

ATTENDING PHYSICIAN (S): .
DATE & HOUR OF DEATH: II/6/86 1600 -  OF NECROPSY: 11/7/8€ 0900

"X PROSECTOR: Dr. Stephen Cohle . PATHOLOGY ASSISTANT: Davison, Cannally
AUTHORIZATION: JT Connolly RELATION: KCME Investigator
AUTOPSY RESTRICTIONS: none " EMBALMED: no
TOXICOLOGY:yes ~  MICROBIOLOGY: yes - CHEMISTRY: yes
FINAL DIAGNOSIS (ES):

!l

2.

Asphyxia by drowning

a. found by babysitter submerged in bathtub.

b. moderate pulmonary edemo.

c. not found: evidence of intoxication, notural disease or injury.
Mild chronic bronchitis and bronchiolitis.

— CONCLUSION: 1t is my opinion that ”, a 8 month old white
- female infent, died os the result of asphyxia by drowning. Other caouses of death were
excluded by the autopsy and subsequent toxicologic studies. _ '

CAUSE OF DEATH: Asphyxia by dréwning. . - -

MANNER OF DEATH: Accident.

Stah. P. GG mo

Stephen D. Cohle, M.D. -
Forensic Pathologis!

€c: Dr. Douglas Mack
Dr. Stephen Cohle

Islm

1840 Weatlthy S. E. Grand Rapids. Ml 208na I1R18 774. 7144
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PAGE 2

HISTORY: - This 3 month old white female infant was found
submerged in the bathiub by her babysitter at about 2:20 pm on 11/6/86. She allegediy
had put the child in the bathtub between 1:20 and 2:00 pm. She claimed that the child
was placed in 2 yellow plastic ring with suction cups on the bottom. At the scene the
child was warm without livor mortis or rigidity. She had been removed (rom the tub.
There were 10-12 inches of water in the tub.

IDENTIFICATION: By toe tag. Foot prints are taken.

EXTERNAL EXAMINATION: The body is that of a normally developed white
female infant of average build consistent with the stated age of 8 months and measuring
30 inches (76.2 cm). The body Is normally nourished and weighs 20 1/2 pounds {9.3 kg).

- There is good preservation in the absence of embalming. There is well developed
posterior lividity which is normal in color. There is full rigidity and the body is cool
after refrigeration. . -

The hairline is normal. "The head hair is normal in amount, straight, blonde, and measures
2 1/2 inches.  The body hair is fine and downy. The scalp, ears, nose, mouth, face and
neck are normally formed. The eyes are closed. The corneas are clear. The irides are
brown. The pupils are round and equal. No petechial hemorrhages are seen within the
conjunctiva. The ears are not pierced. The mouth contains two lower incisors and no
other teeth. The frenula of the upper and lower lips are intact. There'is no injury to the
buccal surface of the mouth. The neck is symmetrical. The chest is syminetrical., The
abdomen is slightly protuberant. The limbs are equally and symmetrically developed.
The genitalia are those of a normal infant female. The back and buttacks are intact.
There are faint punctate areas of erythema in the perioral region and on the posteriar
neck. .

EVIDENCE OF TREATMENT: None.

EVIDENCE OF INJURY: Total body x-rays are taken. No old or recent
Iractures are seen. Incisions into the back and buttocks show no old or recent contusions.

N )

INTERNAL EXAMINATION:
ORGAN WEIGHTS:

Brain.......... 970
Heart........... Jag
R.Lung ......... 20 g
L.Lung.......... 30 g
Liver .......... 415 g
Spleen.......... 30 g.
R.Kidney........ 42 g.
L.Kidney._...... 4 g.
Thymus .. ....... 50g
HEAT: The scalp is reflected in the usual coronal

fashion. The scalp, calvarium and dura mater arc unremarkable. There is no intracranial -
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A-36-510 e
PAGE 3 -

hemorrhage.  The vessels at the base of the brain are normally situated and
unremarkable. There is no evidence of herniation nor is there praminent notching of the
Cerebellar tonsils or unci. There is no midline shift. The brain is piaced in formalin for
further study. Therc are neither fractures nor natural diseasc of the skull.

CAVITILS: The thoracic and abdominal viscera are normally
disposed. The diaphragm is intact. There is no free fluid in the pleural or peritoncal
cavities. There are 3-4 ml of amber fluid in the pericardial sac. The body wall fat
measures 1/4 inch in thickness. .

NECK: The soft tissuc of the neck contains a small

hematoma of an estimated 0.5 m! volume on the lelt side. No natural disease is seen.

There are no fractures of the hyoid bone ‘or thyroid cartilage. There are no petechial
-~ hemorrhages within the larynx or pharynx. ’

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEAM: . The epicardium is smooth and glistening. The
caronary arteries on the epicardial surface are normally disposed. The myocardium is
dark brown and intact.-~FThe endocardium is smooth and glistening. The cardiac valves
are intact.- The coronary ostia are normally situated and are widely patent. There is a
separate ostium within the right sinus of Valsalva for the conus branch. The faramen
ovale and ductus arteriosus are closed. The aorta is normaliy formed and unremarkable.

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM: - The larynx, trachea and bronchi are widely
patent. The lungs are pink and contain a moderate amount of edema. No natura} disease
is seen. There are no focal lesions. There are no emboli within branches of the
pulmonary artery. )

LIVER: o The capsule is smooth and glistening. The

parenchyma is dark brown and intact. The gallbladder contains 2-3 ml of bile and na
galistones, : - o i o .
SPLECN: The capsule is smooth and glistening. The

parenchyma is dark red with prominent malpighian corpuscles and is unremarkable.

LYMPH NODES: Unremarkable where seen. They are prominent,
particularly within the mesentery. Lymphoid [ollicles are seen within the duadenum.

GENITOURINARY SYSTEM: The capsules of the kidneys strip with ease
revealing smooth cortical lobulated- cortical surfaces. On sectioning there is good
corticomedullary demarcation. The mucosa of the renal pelves is smooth and white. The
ureters are intact. The urinary bladder mucosa is white and smooth. The vagina is lined
by intact tan epithelium. The cervix and uterus are normally formed and unremarkable.
Each ovary contains several small cysts filled with clear fluid.

CASTROINTESTINAL TRACT: The esophagus and pharynx are lined by intace -
blue-gray mucosa. The stomach contains approximately 15 ml of curdled white soft -
material consistent with milk. Sermiliquid white chyme is present within the duodenum.

The inucosal surfaces of the stomach, duodenum, jejunum, ileum and colen are intact and
unremarkable. The appendix is pressnt. The serosal surfaces are sinooth and glistening.
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ENDOCRINE SYSTEM: T The pituitary gland, thyroid gland, pancreas and

adrenal glands arc unremarkable. -

MUSCULOSKELETAL SYSTCM: There are no fractures. The bone marrow is

unremarkable where seen. The muscles are of the normal size and shape andg
unremarkable.

The remainder ol the autopsy is without particular note,

SDC/slm
1/7/36
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NAME: ]

DATE OF SECTIONING: 12/3/85 -
HOSPITAL: KCME

GROSS DICTATION OF CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM

DURA;

Available for examination and is unremarkable,

BRAIN:

PREFIXATION WT 970 g' . POSTFIXATION WT 1070 q.

LEPTOMENINGES: tronsparent
VESSELS: at the base of the brain are normally situated ond are unremarkable
EVIDENCE OF HERNIATION: none

_ EXTERNAL LESIONS: .
" CUT SECTIONS: CTPLANE  CORONAL PLANE FOR CEREBRUM X

e r—
]

GRAY-WHITE DEMARCATION: indistinct

VENTRICLES: not enlarged - :

CHOROID PLEXUS: unremorkable ) ' .
THALAMUS, HYPOTHALAMUS AND BASAL CANGLIA: normally formed and intact
PIGMENTED NUCLE!: no pigmentation of the substontia nigra or locus cervleus
BRAIN STEM AND CEREBEL LUM: normally formed and intact

SPINAL CORD: not examined
GROSS NEUROPATHOLOGIC DIAGNOSES:

l.  Unremarkable infant brain.

SDC/stm : - : _ _ :
12/19/86
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PAGE .
MICROSCOPIC )

CARDIOVASCULAR SYSTEM: Sections ﬁf heart including both ventriculor frae

walls and the septum show no gabnormalities.

RESPIRATORY SYSTEM: There is o very mild chronic inflemmatory
infiltrate beneath the larynx. There are multiple sites of peribronchial inflammation
within lung sections. No pneumonia is seen.

LIVER: Unremarkable.

SPLEEN: | Unremarkable.

LYMPH NODES: Unremarkoble.

TI-!YMUS; . Unremarkable.

GENITOURINARY SYSTEM: B Kidney sections ore unrer'nurkoble. _
GAsTROINTESTlNAL TRACT .A section of pharynx shows no abnormalities.

Sections of stomach and duodenum and of ileocecal junction show no abnormalities.
There are prominent lymphoid follicles within the leming propria of the ileum,

ENDOCRINE SYSTEM:. ' Sections of thyroid gland, pancreas and of the
adrenal glands show no abriormalities.

CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM: Sections of cerebral cartex and of pons shaw na
abnormalities. ) -

SDC/slm .
2,3!87 as " - - : .
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TOXICOLOCY

BLOOD DRUG SCREEN: 77 No drugs detected.

. VITREQUS MUMOR: VUN: 17 mg/d!
Na: 135 mEq/L
K: 10.0 mEqg/L
Cl: 121 mEq/L
glucose: 35 mg/dl
creatinine: 0.2 mg/d!

| BACTERIOLOGY
~ZISPINAL FLUID CULTURE: no growth
BLOOD CULTURE: . no growth -

SOC/sim e
2/3187 -
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Page 1. Interview of* [CF) by Detectives Tim Willi *
and Ken Kooistra {XK} on 11/6/86 s (W)

Ken Kooistra (KK): We'l! start. Today's date is November 6th. The time is

approximately 3:58 p.m. Present in the room are Detpctive Ti WilTi
Detective Ken Kogistraz and - “.m s

Detective Williams and myself have gone thruugh'theu constitutional rights
and you have signed the card indicating that you understand those rights and
you're willing to talk to us in regards to an incident that took place an
today's date over at ANNNGSNNMMMMN. Is that correct? '
~aRPNUNRP: (CF): Yes. |
KK: Okay, why don't you, in order to get things together and understand the
whole story, why don't you tell us a little bit about the background?
understand that you Jive with these peopie at this address?

€F: Yes, I do.

KK: Okay, what are their names?

CF:  Unegliigmme and AEVEREERS

KK: Okay, and when did you move in with thase people?

CF: About, in October, October 2nd. i

KK: October 2nd of 19867

CF:  Yes.

KX: Okay.

Tim Wi1liams {TN): Why is that?

KK: What was the arrangements that you had when you moved in? - -

CF: _The arrangement was to babysit the kids while they were at work and
to keep the house clean, That's all.

KK: g\lkay, what--what normal hours do thay ¢a to work? When do they usuaily
leave i ’

CF: 1T:ey feave around eight o'clock in the morning and gt home at five thirty
at night.

*

KK: Qkay. Do you have to pay any rent or do you have to do anything else ar
do they support you with room and board thea?

CF: Well, I did have to pay them ninety ddllars a month but ! guess they're
givin' 1t back tu me because I'm babysittin' the kids.

KK: Okay.

TW: Where would you have got that money from anyway?

CF: Welfare.

TH: Qh, do you receive that still1? - -
CF:  Yes.

TW: Okay.

CF: 1 Just started it QGctober 2nd.

TW: Do you have any children of your own?

CF: No, [ don't.
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T™: What children do ys babysit there?

CF: 1 babysit Millepsqiifiis, and JUMNA.
TW: Okay, how old is SEENON Is it Siba
cF: SR is Four years old. e s two. g’ seven montns.

TH:thS?fen months old? Okay, and you've been babysitting for the last three
months?

CF: Mo,

TW: How long?

CF: 1I've been babysittin' since about the last of Qc tober.
TW: Oh, okay, okay, so just for how long?

CF: About four weeks already.

TH: Four weeks? Okay. Um--you live right there then?

CF: VYes,

-

TH: You have your own room?

CF: Um-hum, in the basement.

TW: Oh, okay. Um--what--what time did the--Mr. and Mrs.ui@iEee

CF: '— .

TW: M. What time did they lsave today? -
CF: ¢ They left around eight o’clock today.

TH: Both of 'em togethar?
CF: Yes. o

T: They drive together? [s that right?

Ci’: Um-hum, . )

TW: Okay, and then it was Just you and who else at home?

CF:  Me, Ailae and VNI

TW: Okay. Does @i leave at some time then?

CF: MUP 1eaves when his bus comes in the morning which is either time.
TH: What time?

CF: Well, it's supposed to be there around eight o'clock or efght thirty but
it dan’t get there til nine twenty.

TW: Okay. And then what happens after that?

CF: T set the kids down. <GS, she usually gaes to steep and QNN
she plays on the couch and she ate cookies today so...

TW: Okay, okay, um--at some point today do you give the baby a bath?
CF: Yes, | gave her a bath first so 1 got her out of that one.
KK: What time was that roughly?

by
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CF: Um--around ten o'clock today.

KK: OQkay. 5o at ten ¢'clock you gave her a bath. Then, whe else is homa?
CF: Just me and the 1ittle girl.

KK: Just you and Jilliemes..

CF: Me and----

TW: And Jiiie

CF: --and Jifiemm

T™: w two years oi1d?

CF: Yes.

TW: And msmse's six or seven months?

CF: Seven months.

TW: Okay, so it's just the three of you at home and you give @GS 2 bath?
CF: Well, T gave Sipulle® a bath first.
TW: Okay.

CF: Then I got her out and got her dressed but she got um—dirty again by
eating cookies and crawlin’ all over the floor again so I went ta giva her
another bath around one o'¢lock today.

TW: Okay, why is that? Because she was dirty aqain?
E]:F: Yea, she was--there was cookies and everything all over her face and her
eqs.

TW: QOkay, okay, so what time did ya start giving her her bath?

CF: Around one o'clock.

TH: Arourd one ‘o'clock? What do you do, just put her in the tub? -

CF: 1 set her in the tub.
TW: Okay.

CF: 1 usually just set her in there, ya know, and just go do what [ had ta da
and go back in and get her out. But 1 had got her in, went cutside to pick

up &> which it was only a few minutes before Wil had to get home. So

he got home and I went back in to check on her. She was still playin®. And

1 went in the kitchen to fix their lunch and ! went to feed them. She was stfi?
splashing water so [ thought she'd still be playing. | should've just went im
there and got her aut but I didn't. I thought 1'd just let her play cuz she
usually throws a tantrum when she gets out of water.

TH: Okay, so how much longer did ya wait before ya went to check on her again?.
CF; Ok, around um--ten after two.

TW: Okay, ten after two is when you checked on her again?

CF: Yea, cuz her brother got home around one thirty today.

TW: Okay, so when was the last time you checked har prior to ten after two?
CF:  Um-m-m-] went in....

W: In i:erms of minutes, ya know, was it twenty minutes or ten minmyutes o{ 2 Ralf
hour? Do ya understand what I'm sayin'?
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CF: Well, when he got home at one thirtylr. I heard her splashing. That was
around one thirty-five.

TW: Okay.

K¥: Did you go in and check on her?

CF: Yes.

KX, Okaq. and she was alright?

CF: Um-hum.

KK: Okay, so at one thirty-five, youlwent in the kitchen and made Tunch?
CF: Yes.

KX: Okay, and you made lunch and then what? Ofd you check on hesr from one
thirty-five until two ten?

CF: No.

TW; Okay, but you heard her splashing at some point thera?

CF:  Um-hum.

TW: Okay, at what point? Socon after ya got into-the kitchea or um---

CF: When I went ta the kitchen she was splashing and when [ came back there,
she was still splashing. ,

TW: Okay. What--what did ya do from one thirty-five until two ten?

CF: 1 was keeping an eye onaAii¥ and watching t.v. with him, waiting for ~
cartoons and that to come on so we can watch ft.

TW: '_Okay. do ya remember what you were watching on t.v.?

CF: S‘upeman"or Super Friends. -

™: Super‘Friends? ’

CF: Yea.

TW: 1Is that between one thirty and two?

CF: Yes.

TH: And then what comes on at two?

CF: On two o'clock cbme uh~--1 can't remember. [ dun't usually watch---
TH: You started watchin' some of that though?

CF: 1 started watchin' some of Super Friends.

TW: Okay, how do y2 know 1t was ten after two that you went and checked on the -
baby?

CF: Because I checked my watch. )
TW: Okay. And it was ten after two and what happens then?

CF: 1 went in there and I checked on her and [ hurried up and got her outta
the tub cuz she was laying face up in the tub,;-and 1 got her out.

TW: Okay, out--out of the....

-y

CF: The bathtub.
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E;;EE'E‘E;ESL’S eror o toets Do yeu oren wend e s ey 2 das sne
KK: That ring?

CF: That little ring?

TW: Yea.

CF: Well, she was in it when she was playin', yes.

TW: Right.

CF: But she must've crawled out of it somehow.

T: Okay. -

XK: When dfd she--when you were in there at, well, let's sa
she still in that ring? ' Y one tirty, was

CF: Yes,
KK: Okay.

.

CF: Cuz I sat her back up cuz she was kinda 1ike leaning.

KK: Okay, leaning, falling? Okay. How much water did ya put fn that tub when
you drew the water for the bath? How much water did ya put in the tuh would ya guess?

CF: With the thing sittin! in 1, it makes It Tike rise when....

TH: Sure, With the baby in it, do ya mean? .

CF: Yea, with the baby in it and with the yelilow ring in it.

TH: "The ring? Well, okay, how far did it come up to?

CF: About like this, ]

™: Okay,;ynu're indicating what? ;Tou're indicating abaut efght or mine iﬁ:hes?
CF: Yes.

TW: Is that about right? You're sep--you're putting your hands apart thers amd
could you do that again? ‘ .

CF:  About like that.

TH: Okay, you're puttin' almost ten to twelve inches then?
Cf: With the baby in it, ya know,..,

TW: 1t gozs higher than that?

CF: ...{t kinda goes a littie bit higher.

TH: Okay. How high does 1t come‘up on the bdaby?

CF: About right to here.

TH: Okay, about the waist?

CF:  Um-hum.

TW: Okay.

g
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KK:  Did you ever-‘ did you ever go in, let's say after cne thirty, --
y:{)uhp!;ysicany went intoe the bathroom, opened the door and checked on the haby
right? )

CF: The door was open.

KK: The door was open.

CF: I don't shut it.

KK: Okay. And then you made lunch and so on?

CF: VYes.

KK: You never basically went back to the door and checked--- hysicall i T
n]t:served what she was doing? You heard her splashing and stugfyand as{t'nn:ls:::ty
she was. .. : *

CF: Yes.

KK: ...fine. [s that correct?

CF: Yes, it's true. .

KK:" Okay. What happened at two ten then? When You went back in therw,
found the baby? She was lying face up? and you

CF: I rushed in there.

¥K: pid you say?

CF: Yes.

KK: Okay, and then what did you do? -
CF: 'I ran in there. . I got her out. The water was comin' out of her onto the

bed. ' 1 gave her mouth to mouth resuscitation so that akde more af the water

come up. Then I hurried and got around the bed and callad ay mother and she
come driving down the street fast, o

KK: Okay, mother 1ives up onm

CF: Yea, m.y mother. .

KK: OQkay.

TW: What's the address up there?

CF: iR

TH: Okay. _

CF: She come down real qﬁick and she was givin' the baby CPR tog.

TH: Um=-hum.

CF: Cuz the baby got it on thils side of the bed and this side of the bed...

KK: Um-hum.

CF: Ya know, to lay her back over and squeezed her stomach a 11 ttTe bit while

I was givin' her CPR and my mother tried to do 1% and she couldn't get her---znd
another person come down and...

KK: Who was the other person that came down?

CF: I wouldn't kr;w his name. He was--he Tives on the other side of the street.
KK: Okay.'one of the neighbors or somebody? H

CF: He was a neighbor.
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XK: Okay. He came down?
CF:  Yes.
KX: Q{kay, then what happened?

CF: He was giving her CPR and he was tryin'—-tryin* til some afficer came
and...

KX: Who--who would've called the officer? Did you call the officers or
did your mom or....

CF: Well, actually, the person in the white house next to us and [ did,
we both called ‘em at the same time.

TW: Um-m, okay. So the police came and...
CF: Yes.

TW: ...and they tried to assist you then?
CF: Um-hum.

-

T™: Okay. Have you done this in the past with the haby? Ya lu;ow. left hism
unattended?

CF: No.

TW: Okay, why did ya today?

CF: Well, this is the ffrst time 1 had a baby to babysit.

TW: Today?

CF: Mo, not--well, last time the mother and them would give the baby a hath.-
TW:  Un-hum.

CF: So 1 told her, ya know, 1'd give--well, 1 had to give the baby one this.
morning cuz she--she was all soakin® wet from peeing in the bed... s

TH: Yea. '’

CF: ..overnight, ya know.

TW: Right.

CF: And I had to give her a bath cuz she was smelly.
TW: Okay. .
*F: Sheé got a bath this morning but she got dirty again this afternean.
TW: Okay, have you given Wl 2 bath in the past?

g

CF: No, Just today.

T™: Today is the first time you.ever gave him a bath--gave her a bath?

CF: Yes. [ gave the little girl a ba th-- gl

TH: g

CF. That's the only one 1 gave & bath ancugii®

TW: Okay, but you've never given Wiimm a bath befare?

CF: No, I'd just take a rag or somgthin' and wipe * -

e g = e - E

TW: QOkay.
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"
CF: But she wasn't actually that dirty the last time when I aueh and
iwetme - -or @ilge 2 bath, g

KK: 50 is it fair to assume, “, that you've never had u in the
bath tub other than--today was the first time?

CF:_ _\_{e_._f._. .

KK: And--and the only reason you did that was because, of course,
was full of yrine and then later on got herself dirty again so you were tryfn®
to help by cleaning her up and putting her in the bath tuh for the secand time?

CF: Yes.

Kﬁi gmd cleaning her up. Normally, mother would take care of this type af
thing?

CF: VYes.
KK: Okay.

v e = e " . e ——a e + 2o oy

CF:  Ne.

TH: Have you wa_}s_lle_q__ﬂ!e mother give her a bath before?

TW: Never had watched her? How'd ya know how to use that ring?
CF: Well, it sticks to the bottom of the tub.
TH: Yea.

CF: I set the baby in there today and I held onto her to wash her up. Then
1 brought her out. The second time--well, she started screamin’ when [ tack
her cut. ' "

T™: Um-hum.
*

CF: ,.After having the bath the first time. So the second time I Just, ya inow,
wanted to Yeave her in there for about fifteen minutes and that's it...

TH: Yea.
¥

CF: ...y2 know, let her play and that and let her feet and that rinse aff her
legs, and she didn't wanna get out so ! let her play a little bit more in there,

KK: How much--how much experience, Qiugjille, have you had in babysitting?
I mean, do you do that quite a bit? "Are ya--this is not the first time, ohvicusly,
‘that you babysat, right? . .
CF: 1 babysatted about three or four times with my 1ittTe cousia MU .

KK: Okay. Had you babysat before as a--as a young girl Tike when you were
thirteen, fourteen, fifteen?

CF: Ro.

KK: Okay, and how about when you babysat, have you ever given ather kids
baths? Or {is this the first time you've ever given—-- -

CF: MNo, this is the only kids 1 ever gave a bath to.

KK: Are Jamim and...

CF: i and nyg-

KK: DOkay, they're the only kids that you've actually given haths tg?

CF: Yes, sir.

by
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TW: What's your date of birth? "

CF: 8/28B/68.

TH: Okay.

KK: How about the--1 know your mom was there and you were there and the
:?;}gltégor was there and the police apparently, eventuaily ended up there,
CF: Um-hum.

KK: How did mother and dad get callec? il
CF: Um--my mother called.

KK: Your mother called? Who did she call then? \ugimmiliouy or--

CF: She called Mrg, A her JQibOWBmes She called her.

KK: She knew that she was workin' at MmmliSgss’?

CF: Yes, | told her she worked at Yeuiiimse on YD

KK: What does she do there?

CF: She's a person that takes books and that stuff from one bank to the next.
KK: Okay.

CF: Like a accountant or something like that.

¥K: Yea, that person that transfers accounts, sort of a messenger, a runner..
CF: Yes. - i
IO | guess would be more descript, right?

¢F: Um-hum,

KK: Okay, and how about--then apphrent‘ly what? The mather then apparently
got a hold of Mister and had him---

CF: Yes. :

¥K: ...come {n from work, Apparently he's on a radio or somethin' whers they
can get a hold of him? Or a beeper?

CF: We've got 2 beeper, ’ N

KK: He's got a beeper. And then apparently, what? [id they both came togather
or did they come separately?

CF: Ho, she came separataly with someone else that she worked with.
KX: Okay. What happened once she got there?

CF: Um--she had the other person drive her home. She got there and the First
thing she did was she grabbed on me.

KK: 5She what?

CF: She grabbed on me.

KK:  Yea.

CF:  She wrapbéd her arms and everything arcund me.

KK:  Okay.

-y
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CF:  And started crying.
KK: Okay.

CF: And so | eventually started cryin® again. Then she let go of me, ran
up the stairs, held onto her mother and...

KK: Where did her mother come from?
-CF: Her--uh--1 don't know who called her mother.

KK: But at some point in time her mother showed up?

CF: VYes.
XK: Okay.
CF: So---

KK: How about her husband then? Did her husband eventually show up?
CF: Her--I--her husband was out of town.

KK:  Um<hum.

CF: And then fin--1 guess finally got a hold of him and [ guess he went
Just bookin' {?) hone.

KK: Okay.

CF: And she went into the house. She seen SUMaa coversd up. She uncovered
him for a minute, I quess {s what happened. She ran {nto the bathroos and

went in the bathroom, She was just cryin' real hard. My mother weat in to _
try to talk to her and shut--she shut the door on my mother. And my mother--
she tries to help people when they're in real situatfons Tike that cuz she -

had the same problem. She was sittin' in the room with her father that died....

W: Yea.

CF: ...holdin’' his hand. So my mother Knows how she feels.about the baby.
Tater: That 1e died. 5o ny motner Kaoes nov e oel bamas P01y seven haurs
KK: How many--how many brothars and's'[sters da you have?

CF: 1 have one brother and one sister,

KK: Okay, how 01d 1s your sister?

CF: My sister's sixteen. She's gonna have a baby.

KK: And haw about your brother?

CF: My brother's eighteen--or nineteen.

KK: Okay. And at any time when you were a youngster, did you ever babysit
your sister or anything? .

CF: No.

KK: Now, basically you've told us what you can remember as to what happened?
This is the way you remember it as what happened? .
CF: Qkay. -

KK: The time span between one thirty and ten after two, from what you've told me
} assume that you were sitting in the l1iving room there?

-y

CF:  Yes.
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KK: Watching tv withu@iee and*’l;ndﬂh or ‘Wi

CF: iili.'|'i

ILE “was in the bath tub.

XK: &fwilvn was in the bath tub.

CF: Yes.

KK: Diay. Do you have any questions for us?

CF: No. [ just was wondering if it's gonna put me somewheres.

¥K: Well, how do you mean that? What do you mean ‘put yﬁu somewhera’'?
CF: If it's gonna put me in jail or something or...

TW: What we're gonna do is take this case to the prosecutar and they'1l
review it and they'll decide what we should do with it. Okay?

CF: Um-hum.

KX: Why would you wonder if we're gonna--if this 1s gonna put yau somewhere?
I mean what--what--what are your feelings, I guess,

CF: 1'm just afraid.

KK: Okay.

CF: I wasn't tryin' to hurt the baby or anything, ya know.
KK: Yea, I understand that.

TW: Did you--did it ever occur to you that you should've prohahly mat have
done that?

CF: Yes.

TH: Left the baby unattended?

F: Yes.’

TW: Why--when did it occur to youT

CF: When my father was talking to me and when [ went in there ta get the baby.
TW: Okay, okay. I don't wanna, ya know, scold you or anything. That's nat
our position, 1 guess, you realize it was a wrong thing to do, ya know,

You should've--anytime you have a baby fn the bath tub like that, you should
be with them.

¥X: 01d you say something sbout you came back--you said you weren't Tiving
with your folks, if 1 understood that, right? You don't live with your folks?

CF: No, I don't,

KK: But you said you went somewhere or something?
CF: Yes, I was on a mission,

KK: You were on a mission?

CF: Yea, I'm in the Civil Air Patrol.and when they called about that fload that
happened in Muskegon, I went there to take care of....

KK: Oh, okay, so you were helping Civil Air Patrol with all the peaple fn the
ficods up in Muskegon and Newaygo County and so on?

by
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CF: Yes, cuz I was a PAQ,
KK: Okay. A what?
CF: PAQ, I'm a personnel officer.

¥KK: Oh, okay. 3o you helped those people up there and then what? You
eventually came back to Grand Rapids?

CF:  Yes.

KK: And then instead of geing back with your falks, how did you make the
arrangement to--to tie up with these pecple? Who made that arrangement?

CF: They're—‘. is my Commanding Officer.
KK: Oh, okay. I understand.
CF: (7)---

KK: Okay, so'.. made the arrangement and said you can stay at our house
if you babysit our kids and that's how the whole thing?

CF: Yes.

KK: Okay. I got lost in the shuffle there, how we got thix arranged, but
now | understand 1t., Okay.

TW: That should do it.
KK: This concludes the interview at 4:15 p.m.
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